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the mightiest of our enemies. In reply to my question, what would happen if we beat France and Russia but not England, Jagow shrugged his shoulders. The conflict of opinion came to the surface when I said: " Couldn't you promise Russia the passage of the Dardanelles and anything they like, to prevent the war?" Jagow replied: "If you had only brought us a little naval agreement with England, the war would not have been necessary."
After all that the Foreign Office must have known relating to the outbreak of war, it needed some boldness to describe the German navy as the cause of the war. But henceforward the Chancellor and the Foreign Office applied considerable care and tenderness to the spreading of this legend. This joined hands with the far more fateful campaign against the German fleet, to withhold it from striking in the war.
If Germany's armies had marched into Belgium dim France, indeed if we had wrestled successfully with Russia and France, a Germany without a fleet would still have had England for an enemy. In keeping with her traditional policy, England would never have suffered our superiority on the Continent, even if she had had no formal ententes with the other Powers. If the German fleet played any part at all in the general situation of July, 1914, it acted as a brake on England's temptation to go to war and caused Grey's efforts to maintain peace. England's attitude during the years when we had no fleet, or when our fleet was